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Cem Gürden�z

We have been �n Anatol�a for a thousand years under the roof of the Turk�sh State. There has never been any other state, emp�re
or c�v�l�zat�on �n th�s most d�st�ngu�shed part of the world that has ach�eved such a long re�gn, and whose geopol�t�cal fate had
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ever lasted forever �n th�s land.   There were some ups and downs dur�ng th�s t�me. The peak, stagnat�on and decl�ne, all had
begun on the seas. The per�od of decl�ne, wh�ch began w�th Lepanto (1571) on the seas and w�th Karlow�tz (1699) on the land,
had brought our ancestors to a po�nt of los�ng the�r homeland and the�r state for the f�rst t�me, w�th the �nvas�on of Istanbul on
the morn�ng of November 13th 1918, w�th a total of 55 warsh�ps. As �f �t was not enough, on May 15th, 1919, the Greek arm�es had
landed on the shores of Izm�r.

Reason�ng or dogma?

The Ottoman Emp�re, wh�ch ruled by dogma rather than technology, sc�ence or reason, was a backward agr�cultural emp�re
that surrendered �ts trade to fore�gn powers go�ng �nto the F�rst World War, �ts po�nt of ext�nct�on. It d�d not have enough
strength to res�st the �nvas�on from the sea, where the forward defenses should have always begun, �n the face of the f�repower
of the Steel Emp�res. Nevertheless, the only reason that had delayed �ts earl�er ann�h�lat�on was �ts un�que geography. It was
be�ng held as a buffer state aga�nst the �ndustr�al�zed and strengthened Tsar�st Russ�a, wh�le �t was carv�ng �ts way across
Med�terranean and therefore to Ind�a, threaten�ng the Br�t�sh Emp�re. But th�s d�d not last for too long.

Its fate was determ�ned, w�th the trans�t�on from coal to petroleum �n the �ndustry and �n the navy, and w�th the grow�ng
mercant�le �nterests, and eventually part�t�oned. The Talks of Reval 1907, 1916 Sykes-P�cot and 1917 Balfour were the
break�ng po�nts. Sevres, s�gned by the Ottomans at the end of the F�rst World War �n 1920, had not only torn the emp�re
apart, but had also dragged �t away from the h�gh seas. It was turned �nto a t�ny state shar�ng a coast w�th Armen�a, wh�le
�ts coastl�ne was shrunk only to 500 km, hav�ng access only to the Black Sea.

SEAS AND REASON

The Ottomans, wh�le dr�ft�ng away from reason, also dr�fted away from the seas. The navy fell v�ct�m to the cap�tulat�ons,
�mper�al�sm and a backward cont�nental m�ndset on the home front over the past years. They adapted to the age of sa�l�ng 100
years beh�nd the rest of the world, only �n the s�xteenth century. The heavy costs of hav�ng only 20-30 profess�onal naval 
m�n�sters/Commander-�n-Ch�efs of the Navy out of total 216 �n the ent�re 600-year-old �mper�al h�story was pa�d for heav�ly �n
the Battles of Chesma, Navar�no and S�nop w�th defeats. The Ottoman Emp�re, wh�ch had dr�fted away from sc�ence and



�ndustr�al�sm, a key po�nt to establ�sh a mar�t�me power, was unable to produce �ndustr�al goods as well, and was doomed to
collapse. It had to f�ght w�th �ts blood, aga�nst the�r steel. Ent�ret�es of Egypt, Cyprus and L�bya were lost before the Balkan Wars;
and then the Adr�at�c and Aegean were lost after, then Danube and Suez bas�ns were completely d�sconnected from the
Anatol�an pen�nsula. In the F�rst World War, the �nvad�ng nav�es faced no d�ff�culty when com�ng to Gall�pol�, and on the
morn�ng of Apr�l 25th 1915, Commander of the 19. D�v�s�on Lt.Colonel Mustafa Kemal, had to order the 57. Reg�ment to d�e, �n Arı
Burnu.

INDEPENDENCE AND FOUNDATION

The Treaty of Sevres, wh�ch was wr�tten to clear off the Turks from much of the Thrace and Anatol�a, was torn apart on the
morn�ng of September 9th, 1922 by the troops under Mustafa Kemal’s command. Thus, the un�ty of the Anatol�an pen�nsula
w�th Thrace was preserved w�th th�s War of Independence. They were to protect all the�r four seas and the�r 8,300 km long
coastl�nes. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk had seen that Anatol�a could not surv�ve w�thout a navy, but naval power alone would not be
enough e�ther. The Turks and Anatol�a must be “mar�t�m�zed” along w�th the state and state �nst�tut�ons. The f�rst l�ne of defense
must beg�n at the sea.

It must have sw�tched to the facade of a mar�t�me c�v�l�zat�on, desp�te �ts 900 years old cont�nental character�st�cs. The Eternal
Commander-�n-Ch�ef, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, qu�ckly establ�shed a navy that w�ll be the f�rst l�ne of defense of the new
republ�c, desp�te that the state d�d not even possess an operat�onal vessel, let alone possess�ng a qual�f�ed adm�ral or a navy at
full combat read�ness. In order to close th�s gap, he had founded the M�n�stry of the Navy and put h�s best fr�end, the former
Pres�dent of the Independence Tr�bunals, Ret�red Art�llery Major Ihsan Eryavuz �n charge. Eryavuz, who had accompl�shed very
�mportant works, by tak�ng a s�gn�f�cant share of the state budget �n a short t�me, became the focus of env�ous and react�on�sts
w�th�n the state. He was draw�ng a lot of attent�on, espec�ally h�s relat�ons w�th the Pr�me M�n�ster Inonu wh�ch brought a lot of
content�on.

Thus, the M�n�stry that was establ�shed on December 30th, 1924, was closed on January 16th, 1928. The so-called
corrupt�on scandal called “Yavuz-Havuz (Float�ng Dock)” was ra�sed w�th the consent of the Pr�me M�n�ster and the Ch�ef
of the General Staff Marshall Çakmak and w�th the propagat�on of the med�a; almost all the staff test�f�ed and Eryavuz



was sentenced for two years �n pr�son. Thus, our mar�t�me pol�c�es and our Navy were governed by the General Staff �n
Ankara for 21 years, unt�l the Naval Forces Command were eventually establ�shed �n 1949. Ataturk ma�nta�ned h�s support
for the development of the Navy, desp�te all these d�ff�cult�es. He had honored the Navy at every opportun�ty he could get.
In 1937, wh�le the nat�onal av�on�c boom �n aeronaut�cs was exper�enced, the Navy bu�lt �ts f�rst sh�p at Golcuk Sh�pyards
and named the o�l tanker after Golcuk.



TURKEY AFTER ATATURK



After November 10th, 1938, Turkey had exper�enced a sharp geopol�t�cal d�spers�on. Efforts to develop the nat�onal defense
�ndustry s�gn�f�cantly plummeted. Turkey, after be�ng a part of the Atlant�c All�ance after World War II, was armed w�th the tanks,
a�rcraft and sh�ps, phased out by the US Army and the Navy. The new force structure of m�l�tary forces has also affected the
concepts and doctr�nes of Turk�sh m�l�tary m�ght. Turkey had become a part of strateg�c plans created by the Un�ted States �n
order to conta�n the Sov�et Un�on from the south, as a r�mland country. The state’s most �mportant �nst�tut�ons went under full
control of the Atlant�c All�ance and the US-led m�l�tary pol�t�cal doctr�ne when �t entered NATO �n 1952. Turkey could not focus
on �ts own nat�onal geopol�t�cal pr�or�t�es, g�ven the Cyprus and Aegean cr�ses. Although dur�ng the successful Intervent�on �n
Cyprus and the Aegean Cont�nental Shelf cr�s�s, �t m�ght have acted outs�de the control of �mper�al�sm, �t was st�ll never allowed
for the Turk�sh state to leave �ts ma�n course of NATO and Western �nterests.

They d�d not ach�eve th�s w�th a fore�gn �ntervent�on. They used the pro-mandate groups �n the homefront. On the one
hand, they managed to demote the found�ng values and the Ataturk h�mself, sl�d�ng away from �ts essent�al �deolog�cal
format �nto a personal�ty cult. But most �mportantly, they made the Turks lose the�r conf�dence. Th�s �nsecur�ty pers�sted
unt�l the end of the Cold War. After the 90’s, Turkey gradually began to explore �tself, �ts own geography, and the Turk�c
World. It was a fast-paced process. Turkey’s contr�but�on to the secur�ty of NATO and the West d�m�n�shed after the USSR
and the Warsaw Pact d�s�ntegrated. Turkey, meanwh�le, had to face the pa�nful truth that �t could not hand �ts nat�onal
secur�ty over to another state or an �nst�tut�on. Then �t started work�ng on �ts own, wh�ch d�sturbed �mper�al�sm. They had
come up w�th the second vers�on of the Sevres when they no longer needed Turkey.

LOSING CONTROL

Amer�can Imper�al�sm has �n�t�ated major projects �n our reg�on w�th no l�m�ts after September 11th, 2001. The result was
devastat�on, blood and tears. Turkey had taken great steps, espec�ally �n regards to the Navy. It has strengthened �ts geopol�t�cal
pos�t�on �n the Aegean, the Black Sea and �n the Eastern Med�terranean. The defense �ndustry has k�cked �nto h�gh gear.
Unfortunately, th�s process has been awash �n nefar�ous plots.

The plot set up by the treacherous FETO network d�d not el�m�nate the naval force structure by neutral�z�ng �t w�th sudden
attacks as had occurred �n the past, but rather by gradually paralyz�ng the command structure. Turkey, where up to 15 Adm�rals



and hundreds of other off�cers were arrested overn�ght, d�d not even bl�nk an eye. Tak�ng act�ons �n the name of �mper�al�sm,
FETO has chosen the navy as �ts pr�mary target �n l�ne w�th the pr�nc�ple “�f you were go�ng to take over Anatol�a, you have to
take over the Navy f�rst.”

Has not h�story already proven th�s? The patr�ot�c sect�on of the Anatol�an people responded to these plots at mass�ve
rall�es on December 13th, 2012 and on Apr�l 8th, 2013, when they had come to tear down the Walls of the S�l�vr� Pr�son.
Those walls were torn down �n the spr�ng of 2014. The sp�r�t of Nat�onal Power (Kuvay-� M�ll�ye) was reborn. FETO
responded to Turkey by open�ng f�re on c�v�l�ans on the n�ght of July 15th, 2016, when �t had just begun to take a path of
�ndependence aga�n. The Turk�sh Nat�on had suffered casualt�es but d�d not surrender the�r state. S�nce then, the
act�v�t�es carr�ed out under the name of FETO purges have cont�nued.

THE FIGHT AGAINST FETO

Turkey has ach�eved some great and �mportant successes �n the f�ght aga�nst FETO, but the strateg�c level of the purges �s st�ll �n
quest�on. Many journal�sts, pol�t�c�ans and th�nkers assoc�ated and aff�l�ated w�th �mper�al�sm and w�th FETO cont�nue the�r
act�v�t�es. The most �mportant s�gn of the sever�ty of the FETO act�v�t�es w�ll be whether Turkey’s act�ons to protect �ts �nterests �n
the Eastern Med�terranean, Aegean and �n Cyprus are preserved �n the com�ng days or not.

Th�s �s the reason that these areas are some of the most �mportant strateg�c areas for Turkey �n terms of combatt�ng
�mper�al�sm. Imper�al�sm, wh�le ready to explo�t the soc�al and econom�c cr�ses created because of the COVID-19
pandem�c, w�ll also use FETO’s soft power, e�ther by some shady soc�al med�a accounts, or through some pro-mandate
groups w�th�n us. On the other hand, �t should be no surpr�se �f these act�v�t�es �ntens�fy after the oust�ng of Adm�ral C�hat
Yayc�, an �mportant name �n the f�ght aga�nst FETO. In th�s regard, some s�gns are be�ng shown on FETO-aff�l�ated
webs�tes, YouTube channels and news art�cles that were publ�shed abroad. For example, the Blue Homeland �s be�ng
def�ned as part of Turk�sh �mper�al�sm. Greek med�a also def�ned �t as Turk�sh rev�s�on�sm and neo-Ottoman�sm.

Some journal�sts �n Turkey can say that the M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs and the Armed Forces are greatly d�sturbed by the
concept of Blue Homeland. In other words, �mper�al�sm �s try�ng to tell Turkey “Do not try to protect your mar�t�me jur�sd�ct�on



areas, just surrender them” by fug�t�ve FETO th�nkers and �ns�de pro-mandate groups. We can already pred�ct that �n the com�ng
days, the top�cs of the Blue Homeland, the Mar�t�me Border Agreement w�th L�bya and the developments �n defense
cooperat�on w�th L�bya w�ll be devalued, wh�le some �ntense smear�ng and d�scred�t�ng campa�gns from FETO soc�al med�a
accounts w�ll take charge. In the context of Turkey sh�ft�ng away from �ts trad�t�onal Western/NATO l�ne, these po�nts can be
brought up as   a poss�ble solut�on: uncond�t�onal rapprochement w�th Greece, suspend�ng the �dea of the Blue Homeland, a
federal solut�on for Cyprus, full surrender to the US plans �n Syr�a, and the deact�vat�on of the S-400 systems.





Reflect�ons of the Blue Homeland �n Idl�b

War aga�nst the Syr�an government cannot be a goal for Turkey: even �f such a…

Operat�on Med�terranean Sh�eld endures: protect�ng Turkey’s Blue Homeland

On the morn�ng of Apr�l 1, 2006, the Turk�sh delegat�on at the NATO headquarters �n…

Can Turkey change �ts status of non-nuclear weapons status?

On the background of the US and Russ�a’s w�thdrawal from the Intermed�ate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty…

P�xabay

STAYING STRONG IN THE BLUE HOMELAND

Turkey �s secure and prosperous when the navy �s stronger; and �n fear and devastat�on when the navy �s weak. Remember,
those who came to part�t�on Anatol�a have always come by the sea. Every t�me when the Navy was strengthened, �t was h�t
e�ther by �mper�al�sm or by �nternal oppos�t�on elements. H�story should not repeat �tself �n the 21st century. Imper�al�sm should
never be g�ven th�s opportun�ty aga�n, espec�ally g�ven that the Navy �s exper�enc�ng �ts strongest, and �ts most act�ve per�od
ever. July 15, 2016 should always be on top of our compasses as a warn�ng beacon. New betrayals and new decept�ons must
never be allowed. It should be noted that the path set by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s �s the only one that w�ll take us to our
r�ghteous port, w�th the lessons we learned from our recent past, regardless of the c�rcumstances, when draw�ng new routes.
That path passes through the Blue Homeland �n the 21st century.
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Adm�ral Cem Gürden�z graduated from Turk�sh Naval Academy �n 1979. As a deck off�cer, he served �n d�fferent �n destroyers
and fr�gates. He assumed the Command of gu�ded m�ss�le fr�gate TCG Gaz�antep and the Th�rd Destroyer D�v�s�on. He
completed h�s educat�on �n Turk�sh Naval War College and Armed Forces College. He holds two masters degrees from US
Naval Postgraduate School and Un�vers�té L�bre Brussels (ULB) �n personnel management and �nternat�onal pol�t�cs
respect�vely. He was promoted to the rank of Rear Adm�ral (lower half) �n 2004 and upper half �n 2008. He served as the
Ch�ef, Strategy and Agreements Department and then the Head of Plans and Pol�cy D�v�s�on �n Turk�sh Naval Forces
Headquarters. As h�s combat dut�es, he has served as the commander of Amph�b�ous Sh�ps Group and M�ne Fleet. He ret�red
�n 2012 as a result of the Sledgehammer Bogus Case. He �s the founder and D�rector of the Istanbul Koc Un�vers�ty Mar�t�me
Forum. In add�t�on to h�s nat�ve Turk�sh, he �s fluent �n Engl�sh and French. Adm�ral GUrden�z �s the wr�ter of numerous
publ�cat�ons �n mult�ple languages languages �nclud�ng ‘Bluehomeland Wr�t�ngs.’ He �s a column�st at Aydınlık Da�ly and
Yacht Magaz�ne.
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